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myghte yn everiche side with foormes and stooles and candle-
stikkes, and woundede som of the knyghtes. This cause was
i-meoved1 to-fore the kyng, and the abbot was i-chaunged and
i-torned to his owne abbay in Normandie.
21     ABBOT AND TOWN
This story is told from a very different point of view by Bartholomew
de Cotton, himself a monk of Norwich at the time (Hist. Angftcana,
R. S., pp. 147 ff.)* The king certainly took the monks' side; and it is
probable that the citizens on the whole were the worst offenders in this
affray.
Chronicles of Old London (H. T. Riley, 1863, p. 150).
This year [1271], in the month of August, there befell at
Norwich a certain most unhappy calamity, and one hitherto
unheard of by the world, as among Christians;   for the
Cathedral Church in honour of the Holy Trinity, which had
been founded there from of old, was burnt by fire, purposely
applied, together with all the houses of the monks built within
the cloisters of the said church.   And this took place through
the pride of the person who at that time was Prior of this
Convent; as from the following facts may be ascertained.
For by assent and consent of this same Prior; the grooms
and servants of the monks very frequently went into the City,
beating and wounding men and women, both within their
houses and without, and doing much mischief.   This Prior also
used to endeavour to draw away men of the franchise from
the commons of the City, in order that they might be under
his own jurisdiction, and severed from the commons.   Also,
whereas the monks have a fair by ancient custom each year,
it happened this year, about the Feast of Holy Trinity, that
after the citizens had come with their merchandize there, and
the greater part of them, at the end of the fair, had returned
home, the servants of the monks, wickedly assaulting those
who remained, beat and wounded them, and slew some; and
for this they never cared to make any amends; but, always
persevering in  their  malice and wickedness towards the
citizens, perpetrated all manner of mischief*    The citizens
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